
that lome other assignment hod befote th»t tun® been
made conveying the privilege, and that notice of that as¬

signment had been received by the Mexioan Qoveruiuent.
But (appose (he Mexican commissioner did make a state¬
ment which was unintentionally or even Intentionally er¬

roneous in paint of fact, would that statement 1» vt»&t Mex¬
ico of her right ? The law of whioh prevails be¬
tween individuals in oonduoting tueyr own affairs Las ne¬

ver been, and never can be, applied to the intercourse
between nations who are passive, and whose con»muiuoa-

tions with each other are always carried on by agents
possessing such measure of capacity and of virtue as they
may happen to obtain- . ......

The committee rest their assumption, thirdly, upon the
facts as stated by, them, that.

« After the assignment of the grant to the present American
holder*, the Minister of the United States in Mexico was in¬
structed by hie Government to apprize that of Mexico of the
desire of this company to commence their work bv a thorough
survoy of the I^tlunus; and the Minister was further instruct¬
ed to make overtures for a treaty securing to the enterprise the
joint protection of the two Governments. The Mexican Gov¬
ernment, as we learn from the correspondence of Mr. Letcher
with the Mexican Minister of Foreign Relations, ' made not
4 the slightest opposition in forwurding passports, and issued
*.orders to the departments of Oaxaca and Vera Crux, not on-
* ly to avoid interposing any obstacles in their way, but, on
4 the contrary, to afford them aid and hospitality.' 'The en.
4 gineers,' Mr. Letcher adds, 'were accordingly sent, the ports
* thrown open for their supplies, and more than one hundred
4 thousand dollars have been expended in surveys, opening
4 roadi, Ac., btsidea a large sum of money in furnishing mate-
trials,' " Ac.

Will the Senate look into these papers ? They will find
that although we have the letter of John M. Clayton, Sec¬
retary of State, of the date of February 20th, 1850, to Mr.
Letcher, our Minister iu Mexico, informing him that Mr.
Hargous had notified the Department that he was the re¬

presentative of the olaim in this country, and had em¬

ployed engineers whom he wished to send to Mexico for
the purpose of making surveys, and requesting Mr. Clay¬
ton to give suoh instructions,' yet we have not the letter
written by Mr. Letcher to the Mexican Government ask¬
ing for the passports and instructions; and so we have
no evidence whatever of what communication was made,
and upon what communication by Mr. Letcher to the
Mexican Government it was that the passports and the
orders to the Governors of Oaxaoa and Vera Cruz were

given. Without this knowledge, unless the passports
which were obtained, and the orders which were issued,
recognised the validity of the grant, the transaction im¬
plied no recognition of a right. I will not trespass upon
the Senate by reading these Spanish passports. They are

like all other passports, mere printed circular letters of
protection, given by a Mexican consul at New Orleans to
foreigners travelling into Mexico. They are such as any
American citizen, whether engineer, or any other belong¬
ing to New Orleans or to New York, obtains from his own
Government whenever he sees fit to go abroad.

Here is the letter of the Mexican Minister of Foreign
Affairs to Mr. Letcher, which accompanied a oopy of the
orders issued to ^he Governors:

Ministry or Forbior Affairs,
Mexico, April 5, I860.

Esteemed Sir : I have the honor to enolose te you a copy
of the order of this day, directed to his Excellency the Gov¬
ernor of Oaxaca, for the object which it expresses; another
copy of the same will be sent to the commandant general of
the said State.

I hasten to give information of the same ; repeating myself
your attentive servant, who kisses your hand.

J. M. Lacusza.
His Excellency R. P. Letcher, Ac.
And here are the orders themselves :

Mr. Lacunza to the Governor of Oaxaca.
Mexico, April 5, 1350.

Most Excellent Sir: Several American engineers having
been appointed for the purpose of examining the possibility of
opening the communication between the two seat, by way of
the Isthmus ot Tehuantepec ; and desirous as is his Excellen¬
ce the President, during their travels hi your State, that they
Should meet with no embarrassments, but, on the contrary, be
treated with all hospitality, he has been pleased to direct that '

his wishes should be communicated to you, as I now have the
honor to do, officially; repeating, at the same time, the assur¬
ances of my esteem.
God and liberty! Lacvmza.
His Excellency the Governor of the State of Oaxaca.
There is nothing in the letter, nor in the orders, which

reoognises the validity of the Garay grant, or of any title
of any assignees under it. It is utterly preposterous to
ground upon this act of courtesy and hospitality by the
Mexican Minister of Foreign Affairs a recognition of the
validity of the grant to Garay, or the assignments of
^hose who claim under him.
The committee rest their assumption, fourthly, upon

the facts stated by them, as follows:
"This is not all: the Government of Mexico at once as¬

sented to enter into negotiation for the proposed treaty ; and
a convention for the joint protection of the work thus to be
executed by American eitisens, as assignees of the Garay
grant, was concluded at Mexico in June, 1850, and sent to the
United States. To this convention certain modifications being
suggested by the Secretary of State at Washington, it was re¬
turned to our Minister in Mexico, and the whole terminated
by. a new convention, signed at Mexico on the 25th of Janu¬
ary, 1851, with the approval of President Herrera. This last
convention was ratified by the Senate of the United States,
and returned to Mexieo, and finally rejected by the Mexican
Congress in April, 1852."
The committee do not mean to be understood.it would

be discourtesy to them, it would be unfair to suppose
they meant to be understood.that the facts that the Pre-
sident of Mexieo signed one treaty, which was sent to the
United States and rejeeted by them, and then signed
another and sent it toJte United States, and it was ac¬

cepted by them and rerorned to Mexico and rejected by
the Mexiean Congress, which bad power to reject it, con-
stituted a recognition of any fact recited in either of
those incomplete treaties. That would be to draw the
recognition of the validity of a claim from an attempt to
negotiate a settlement of it. All pretence that Mexico
has in any way compromised herself by this negotiation
will disappear from the case when I shall show the history
of them. The first treaty was made during the time of
that good, just, and true old mas, Zachary Taylor, and in
the time of the administration of the State Department
by that distinguished and accomplished diplomatist and
just negotiator, John M. Clayton. Here is the first ar¬

ticle of the first draught of the treaty which was sent to
Mexico:

"Art. 1. Individual* upon whom the Mcxican Government
may be*toic*d or mov bettov the privilege of constructing
a road, railroad, or canal aeross the Isthmus of Tehuantepsc,
and those employed by them, shall be protected in their rights
of person and property from the inception to the completion
of the work."
Not only is there no recognition of the American as¬

signees of the Garay grant, and no recognition of that
grant itself in this article, but there is a careful exclusion
of any such statement.

Here is the fifth article of that treaty of Mr. Clayton's:
" Art. 5. In any difference which may arise between the

nndertoken, tithtr the prerent or the future, of the work, which
may involve the toss of the right to the privilege, the com-'
plaining party shall draw up a statement of it* pretensions
and motives, and a similar statement shall he drawn ap by the
Other party, and both statements shall be submitted to two
arbiters who hold no diplomatic appointment or commission,
and who reside in the Mexican territory. One of these arbi-
ters shall be appointed by the holders of the privilege and the
other by the Government of Mexieo; and these two, in case of
disagreement, shall appoint a third, with the qualifications
above required, and from the decision of these arbiters there
shall be no appeal or recourse whatsoever. Of all other
questions which may ari e the Mexican tribunals shall take
eognitam*."

But then came into power the successors of Gen. Taylor
and Mr. Clayton ; and then also reappeared Mr. Peter A.
Hargous, a merchant, claiming to be the representative
of this grant; and then it began to appear that there wan
a speculation behind this great enterprise, more impor¬
tant to the Government of the United States, and more

objectionable to the Government of Mexico, than the en¬

terprise itself. Here is precious evidence of it: On the
26th day of August, 1860, Peter A. Hargous wrote a let¬
ter to the Secretary of State, in which, after reviewing
the treaty of Mr. Clayton, which had then been remitted
by Mexioo duly signed by the Ministers of the two Gov¬
ernments^ he aeid, referring to Mr. Letcher:

" I trout, therefore, that yon will pardon me for roggevtlngthat it anight be advisable that he fhonld be officially inform
ed of the movements above adverted to, and instructed to lose
no time which can be saved in bringing his negotiation to a

speedy and satiefWetorv close."
Mr. Webster complied with this request of Mr. TTar-

gowe, and mfid* % new draft of a convention, carefully re¬
cognising the Garay grant. Ilere Is the first article of it:
" Art. 1. The person to whoa the Government of Mexico

may hare granted, or m*y in future grant, the privilege* forcontracting a road, railroad, or oanal across the Isthmus ofTehnantepec, pursuant to the decrees of that Government ofthe let of March, 1842, 9th of February. 4th of October, and29th of December, 1848, and 5th of November, 18^; allthoee employed In the work* of construction, and all otherswho may reside on the territory within the limit* defined byU>e grant according to the terms of the grant itself, shall beprotected In their persons ui) property from the commence-meat of the work until ite completion, nnd during the periodfor which the privilege* are granted."
The decrees here recited are those which conveyed thegrant to Garay. flo Mr. Webster rejected the treatydrawn by Mr. Clayton, sent to Mexico and accepted there,which did not recognise the Oaray grant, and sent back

a treaty which did, in express words, recognise It, and heinstructed Mr. Letcher to try to get this treaty adoptedby Mexico. On the 22d of October, 1860, Mr. Letcherreported his ill snccess in these words:
" I submitted to the notice of the Minister of Foreign Re¬lation* the several alteration* you deiired to make to theTehuantep«e treaty, expressing^! the eame time the eon*

dent hope that hi* Excellency would find no difficulty inreadily yielding his assent to eaeh sad all of them.
to this observation he remarked, hie Government had been

moat severely and shamefully eenaured for agreoing to the
tr«»ty m it now stands; that be *u sorry to say "WM
quite uapopuW in his oouutry; that he huuaelt had been
denounced u a vile traitor for the wrt be had taken in it;
still he was resolutely determine.!, he laid, fearless or all
coneequ.-neoi", to do any fud every thing he eonld to carry
out in goud fciitb a ui. ii.ure of »o much iiu^ rlao -e to the two

RT\'fur!l.er di.cussion fti>« hounn.ued. lie , Ihered most
oVet iiit'>:> and r -e?T tv iii* «I>je< :i6iu; Wlier '.tyon I took
the liberty to toll hiiu, in yery plain luuguage, i was not at
all satisfied with his opiuiaus or with hi* reneow, and tnexe-
fore requested to he heard before the President and his taoi-
uet upon the pointa in dispute."

Sir, I should like to Bee what answer the Minister of
any Power on earth would receive who shoulcUome to
the Secretary of State of this nation, and tell hiui ttoat
he was not at all satisfied with his reasons and his opin¬
ions, and demand a hearing before the President ami
Cabinet! What is just and right for one Power isjustand right for another. If we exact justice or courtesy
from the strong, we should coAcede it to the *«ak- .

Letcher obtained his hearing before the 1 resident, an will
b« seen from his report in these words:
'" To this he cheorfully agreed; and the next day at 11

o'eloek was the time fixed upon for this meeting by the /*r-
mittiun of the President At the appointed moment,!.found
the Preaident and his Cabinet all in attendanoe. They gave
me a cordial reception, and the most attentive and re,PL^u]hearing imaginable for an hour and a half; and upon taking
leave f was assured, in the kindest manner, I should have
every thing I desired that they could possibly give me.

" The chief arguments urged against the amendments In

qU*?,ThTtheryinWntge upon the sovereignty, the honor, tic

grace, and in short to overthrow the present Administration.
" That a treaty with such provisions would be rejectedI by

the Mexican Congress (probably) without a single dwsenting
voice and therefore would be of no use to the Lnited States,
whilst at the same time it would be the ruin of the party in

P
Mr. Letcher then appears to have tried what virtue

there was in threats. Here they are.
" Sinoe the final decision was bad, the President and eve¬

ry member of his Cabinet have manifested the deeposl oon-

eern lest you should be displeased at the result. Gen. AnsU,
who Is the master-spirit of the Government, is exceeding y
uneasyT Every day or two a message is sent by some of the
members of the Cabinet expressing regrets and hoping I am
not dissatisfied. The only answer I have made is, Mexico
has committed a great error.

.... ,." It may also be proper to add, during the various discus¬
sions which took place in relation to the points in dispute, I
availed myself of a suitable occasion to say, in the event
Mexico refused to enter into a fair treaty for the protection
of the enterprise, my Government, injustice to her own citi-
tens, who had made large investments in the undertaking,
was determined to take the affair into her owr. hands.
Now, let us hear the answer of this exotic and wind-

shaken branch of the aneient and chivalrous family,
which, on its native peninsula, once gave laws to both
hemispheres. Here it is; and it will remain imperisha¬
ble as the answer of an oppressed but high-minded and
generous people: '

« y0ur Government is strong.ourB is weak. You have the
power to take the wholo or any portion of our territory you
may think fit; we have not the faculty to resist. We have
done all we could do to satisfy your country, and to gratify
you personally. We can do no more. * * * What is

required of us wo cannot grant If Mr. Webster knew our
exact condition, if he knew the precarious tenure by which
we hold power, the violence and strength of the opposition,
the refractory spirit of the State*, and the peculiar prejudices
of our people, surety he would not exact such terms.
But Mr. Webster did exact. Castilian pride gave way.

Arista and his Ministers succumbed, and the Tehuante¬
pee treaty, with its odious recitals, was signed. And
now for the result. Hear the report of the Minuter, Mr.
Letcher:

." Legation or the United States of America,
" Mexico, April 8,1851.

" Sir : The Tehuantepec treaty, I regret to say, was reject¬
ed last night by the Chamber of Deputies, a bare quorum be¬
ing present, in a few minutes after it **» inbrnttud by th* Go-refnment for ^deration, by « voU.of ~~*ty-orH to one The
result, so far from being a matter of surprise to me, or to any
oae else in this oountry, was most confidently anticipated.
The few Deputies who were favorably disposed towards the
measure, knowing perfectly well that they would be instantly
denounced as traitors to their country in case tbey rot^ for
it, deemed it expedient to absent themselves from the Cham¬
ber when the vote was taken.
« Such was the intemperate and uncompromising hostilitv to

the Garay grant that no Mexican, in or out of the Chamber,
not even those who held a direct interest in it, dared to whis¬
per a single word In iU support. In fact, the Deputy ueft* voted
for the ratification declared his judgment wa.oppoeed to it .»

every particular; but, fearing it, rejection »nght °ca"-
other tear between the ttco countr.e*, he felt compelled to vote

" It is altogether impossible to make a treaty having the
least connexion with the Garay grant."
That is Mr. Latcber's report. And now I ask my hon¬

orable friend from Virginia where it is in these negotia¬tions that he finds that Mexico recognised the validity of
the Garay tnrant ?

.I have no hostility to the Garay g^ or to its as-
signees, or to their enterprise. I therefore shall hold my
own mind in reserve to form a favorable judgment upon
them in future, instead of endeavoring to bring other
Senators to the conclusion that the grantis invalid, or
that the assignment is unavailing; and I will now present
the deductions I make from the case, which I have thus
traced out by history and argument, in a negativeJot.,to wit- First that the Committee on Forelgu Relations
do not show that the American assignees
title to the right to open the Isthmus of Tehuantepec,
and, secondly, that they do not show that the validity of
the grant has been recognised by Mexico since its abro¬
gation by the Mexican Congress. .....THere I might leave the question; but in that ease I
should leave undone what it is the duty of some Senator
t0 do.exhaust the putyect, and present fully the groun
of the votes which must be given against the resolutions
before the Senate.

, .You will perceive that hitherto I have assumed, in this
argument, two things: first, that the grant to G*r»JW"
assignable ; and, secondly, that an assignment was m

by Garay which has come to be vested in the hands
American citizens. Proceeding upon these assumptions
I ask you to take notice of another important point in th
case. It is indisputable that whatever conditions Salas
attached to his decree entered into the assignments when
made. Let me show you the conditions imposed by oalas.

Art. 13. It shall be an express condition, in ivll contract*
.with colonists, that they shall renounce the privileges of their
original domicil so long a* they reside in the country, auhjecU
ing themselves to all the existing colonial regulation* which
are not in conflict with the present law.

"Art. 14. The enterprise thall submitfor the approval of
Government all contract* which it (hall make for the introduc¬
tion of families and laborer*, and it *hall keep a public and
authentic regiater of all it* transaction* in respect to all mat¬
ter* of colonisation."

I hare translated these conditions from the record of
the decree which ia before me. Let me show what was
the contemporaneous exposition of them given by 8alas,
and which accompanied the approval of the assignment.
Here it if:
"According to the spirit of the aforesaid law, thi* renunci¬

ation must take place in the most positive and concluaive man¬
ner on the part of the settlers, so mat, whatever circumstance*
may happen, and whatever measures these may require, nei¬
ther the settlers aforesaid ner the proprietors may not, in any
caae, nor for any caust, plead alien privilege*, nor any other
privilege* except those which have been granted, or may be
granted, U> tbem by the laws of the country to which both
their persons and their property must be subjected ; and with¬
out this requisite they will not be admitted."

Here are American citizens claiming the extension of
this grant by an assignment which was made upon the
express and published condition of an absolute denation¬
alisation; and yet we are interpoeing in their behalf
upon the ground of the very privileges of alienship, which
they renounced to acquire the rights, and we are claim¬
ing rights for those who, if they have an assignment, are
held by it to have renounced altogether their citiienship
of the United States We are required to make reprisals
of war against Mexico for violating their rights under
that very contraot Let us see how, in point of fact, the
assignees stand in regard to this assignment. You will
take aotioe that no assignment was ever publicly known,
or communicated to the Mexican Government before the
decree of Sales extending the grant; but after the de¬
crees of Salas, Garay made known to the Mexican Gov-
eminent that befffre the decree he had made an assign¬
ment to Manning ft Mcintosh, and Snyder ft Co. They
have never produced thafprevious assignment to this day.
It ie net among the papers before as. Whether such a

one was evermade, anil whether it was fraudulent, whether
it contained wbfct they said of it, or not, there is no evi-
dence; but the only evidence they have is a title by an

assignment subsequent reciting that they had a transfer
ma<lc before the decree. Here is the notice which Garay
gave to the Mexican Government of the assignment which
he had made to those parties :

" With these view*, (tho*e concerning colonisation,) I sue-
ceeded in concluding a contract with the house of Messrs.
Manning 4 Mcintosh and Snyder A Co., independent of that
for constructing a way of communication between the two

¦eas, by which (contraot) those gentlemen are to introduce
settlers on the land*."
The fifth article in that very deed of assignment reoitod

that Garay did not convey to them, but actually reserved
to himself the right to open the Isthmus, in these words:
"That by this transfer cm the part of the covenanter, Don

Joe* Garay, it is not to be understood that he confers Upon
Messrs. Manning ft Melntesh. and upon Snyder ft (Je., any
right whatever to earry <*. nn*ifalion/Hm «w«a*a to ife utkrr '.

And then grants them the navigation *f the tittle river
on tide side of the Isthmhs (CoatmcoelcOs) *o far a* may
be neeetaavy to the enjoyment of tb#r lands ; and rtien
.n'ds, as n further and snperiative precaution, an ad-
dltional reservation of non-interference with hie privilege

f8irtTwUa\Vo3h?X the^xp!ri2ion0ofJ"e^osss=-hk2==;
^SSp^iact "1 decidedly and promptly, reminding the *s#18u"*^
iriuwd b" 3.1a.f lik. .U the Pr.c.ding one., having e.-

<".' *vtrtul:.n^JZEI. cWe" tb.f^title which Manning & Mcintosh and Snyder & C«. had,

"?b» .h^r* »rgin^r.0 toVorit. Don Jose our;, .t£|g«;Uiro of opening the Isthmus was assignable. The McxiS£ o«S«t >»y «.« it. -»<; te°'
t to execute a (treat national work as a mere agen .5? il" quT.fo« L «ba< should arise in 0.. ®»««Ja ? Lw should we sav! The President of the United
States every duy issues commissions to individuals to per¬
form ceS duties. Congress every day pass laws au¬thorizing indiTiduals to build custom-houses, &c. I would
like toknow who there i. in Congress or out of it that
would admit that au administrative officer or an architectTpon atublio building has a contract which he Canadato a foreigner, and thereby convey to a foreignPower the
right to tell us that we must execute the contract with

ltSMrbjDow*s I would ask the Senator to state, if this
contract be not assignable, why it was that the Mexicanfin«l!mlnt declared to Mr. Trist that it was assignable,17w it had been assigned ! Is not the Mexican Gov-

«
*»»Pt ?o decide th.. question « th.

" myth"«nor»ble and 'cry esteemed
frieud from Louisiuna, who argued this case with grea

Su%i=S^t5«S4JSthat according to the view which 1 have taken, the co
mitt'ee have not shown the validity ef the assignment, and
the validity of the title of the claimants.

1 ask you now to consider what are the unreasonable
demands which Mexico makes, and whioh it is supposedtha^ we cannot allow ; and I shall take that in the wordsSSThSS. chairman of the Committee oa Foreign
Relations, (Mr. Masoic :)
" In all the propositions which have since ema_

tho Mcxican Government, in their proposals 1
UmitasFSSS'fpg®Kg .hut work ewlu.lT.lj iu the *W of toM.nl**

K"e?uad '; the nf.io.al Sag of Meai~, »»d .» *<>'"».

EE"^:;^«s^d!^oTr.v^r r.^SS'aalhilSLSty this monopoly, by deducting twenty-
fiv ti.r cent, from the corporate charges in their fa>or , y
are required*to transfer th? work at cost to Mexico and more
, f, th0*e who are there constructing this work are r

(udredto renounce^their right to the protection of their ownioyernments, and become defactu Mexican citizens.

Now sir, you see what the whole difficulty is; that
what is claimed for these American proprietors is that,
thev shall not be obliged to denationalize themselves, but
that Mexico shall be obliged t« denationalize herself,t£a the Congress of the United States, or the citizens ofIJ! t£?t^ sS£ -hall have control over the commerce
of the Isthmus in'all the particulars which have been read
from the speech of the honorable Senator. Now, c°Db^~er the condition of the United States, which I will not
portray ; consider the present condition of Mexico, winch
I need not describe; eonsider the character of tl'e P°P
lation of the United States and of Mexioo, which I need
not iUustrate; consider th. extent of the fr»nch...' thus
insisted upon, and tell me what result can happen to Mex¬
ico by her conceding what is demanded of her, short of a

sooner or later. o. tt.
a dissolution of the Federal Union of the States, and the
extinction of the Republic of Mexico, even if, while we"e here? !h»t extinction has not already ceme about.
Sir, in that case Mexico will not be a sel^stanunger She must be sustained by somebody. Except the
United States, there is " Americtn pjr tjguaranty the maintenance of a government inMexico.
The United States will not consent that any European
Power shall guaranty the preservation of a Government
there Thefionroe doctrine, and the traditions cbcrish
ed by us, prohibit that. What then ? A, a consequence
of makingYhese concessions, Mexico must faU into the

UDM*dPresident* I began this examination, if not in favor
of the propositions of the committee, at
to a result which would enable me to support these clam

4 irk. Mgnlf U not I .

made by the committee:
"That the United States stands committed to diof its

citizens to protect them in all their right. abroad as well as

hri.^V.posi.ionJ--Jmodification of *
. charge of this claim,'"r.r.0 of Ihe "r3i.Ti.Ubed Segcreur.v of State.Vitiati'the oi^oion ef .be l&r Orleans co-grt,¦*»? h*t subiectf Mr. Hargous tells us, in his letter to the£» HS£rr of Stat., Mr. Webster, when m.oktng th.

intervention of the Government.

".behalf of ciUMn. of th.»»£^Uh°i!t£i£ U0.VnTe."U ini-eh a. .11 generalMi..K «reptio". -da- the inter." of th. A«ri-
can Government and public, and c^ec.«lly tho« of the

of .V,# West and Southwest, are largely involved in the
, 0f the Tehuantepeo enterprise, they flatter themaelresSat, n anyjust compiaint ***Jfftl.plast the Mexican Government, they shall receive the

u "^e"uu',o-
licited, and will be anxiously awaited.

Here are these proprietors telling the Government of
the United Sutes that they know that what they ask for
is an rrcrvtwn to the law of nations, as practised by this
Government. There is the honorable Committee on For¬
eign Relations telling im that the rule is

sshall subscribe to this rule with some
which I will submit to the consideration of the Senate.
The first qualification is. that the rights of a citizen,
which the Government is bound to protect, are just rights,
not unjust ones; that they are not uiyust, unconscien¬
tious, or immoral rights.

....Mr. Masok. What is a just right.
Mr. S«wa*i>. I say just right# in distinction from

legal rights According to th« honorable Senator's no¬
tions and mine, there are things that are right because
they are declared by law. There are things that are right
whether they are declared by law or not. Tbe second
qualification is, that the rights which the Government is
bound to protect muat be certain and absolute, not un¬
certain or doubtful. Third, that tb« right of the i»divi-
dual to the protection of his Government Is subordinate
to the general welfare and interest of the State. Upon
this point, as the honorable chairman of the committee
will give aome authority, I will repose myself on Mr,
Webater's reply to the letter of Mr Tlargous. which I hare
already submitted:

" Should the event p^eve otherwise, however, it cannot be
doubted that in such a rate, in which lA« iMemd ofindividual*would b« obtioutly tubordinaU to tkote of t\r public, any other
meant which might be necessary for yonr protection would be
authorised and employed."
The protection which a Government owes to itscitiiens

is a protection according to eireumstanoM.a protectionconsistent with public justicc and the public welfare. The
Government may discharge itself of its obligations in
some cases, by leaving tbe individual to maintain his do¬
mestic rights in the domestic courts, and it may leave the
citiien who hae rights under a foreign Government to seek
redreas from that Government in its oourU or otherwise.
There never was and never will be a Government which
can be under an obligation to its citiiens by which one of
them having, for the purpose of commerce or speculation,made a contract with the subjects of another country, or
with the Government of another country, can ip$o facto
involve the nation to whieh he belongs in reprisals or war,
to compel that Government to execute its contract- That
would be to enable one citixen, at the suggestion of his
own interest or oaprice, to put in jeopardy the interest,
welfare, happiness, or safety of all other citlions. Least
of all oan there be any such principle of the law of nations
applied in a case where the contract, is disputed, or of
doubtful morality or validity. This disposes of the first
proposition of the committee.

Their second proposition is :
" Thsrt should Mexleo within a reasonable time fail to re¬

consider her position .oueerning said irrant, it will thea be¬
come the duty of this Government to review th* existing rela¬
tions with that ttepublie, and to demand such mea»ure* as
will preserve the honor of the country and the rights*f its
eititens."

18 * coro'lar7 fr<m the first propoaition, and falls
with it. Their third propoaition is:

iK,'tur* of tLe it is nut com-

JJ*. , dignity of thij Government to prosecute the
subject farther by negotiation. if Mexic,, iheVef.re, hHm|]
» <J*lhrr n*Ku"»Uon, it shall be declined, unle<-» it shall be

offered based up.0 our own terms."

s 18,.a cor«lla»7 from the first pnopoMfiou, 'tod
1 W'i i

Moreover, if it be consistent with the dig-
ni y an lonor of this nation to abide by ita treaties.
treaties solemnly and sacredly made.then it is consistent
with the duty of the United States, and it is their boun-
den duty either to tender to Mexico, or to wait till Mex¬
ico shall tender to them, a proposal to submit this dia-
^
k
* ° ;i,ratlon consisting of two persons, one of

whom shall be named by each Power, or to the arbitra¬
tion of a foreign nation. This disposes of the resolutions
oi tiie committee.

Mr. President I am approaohing the end of this long
discussion, and I shall dismiss now Don Joh6 Garay, his

assi8n"ient, his assignees, and their grievances.I come to a second ground, which has been assumed, not

u
report as in the 8P«eches of the honorable

^ VUpport these reso'utions, vix: That the
United States have a public interest^!! opening the Te-

rnl'il^rfL'' communication as an oceanic connexion, which

(
.

e J? the L'nited States on this occasion
to adopt the resolutions submitted to us upon this sub-

sUtfcAr. -8a7,5n.the first p,ace>that m *uj defect

cured )iv t)* aun' or lu the assignments of it, cannot be

the n.rt. ni
exi8t*nce of a coincident public interest on

k U nLatl0n' 80 alfl0 thia Publ»c interest which

da^m lT? ^efore,us i9 not ai(ied at all by the GarayIflt "the right of the United States to compel
ri*ht?a »ieD ",nto.a.8t1ipulation t0 °Pen way, that
right is absolute and independent of the Garay grant,whether that grant be valid or otherwise. Upon what
ground is it that the Committee on Foreign Relations
committeenglt Hear the honorable chairman of that

viaw Tlur °iT 1° l0°k t\tbil I.11. ln another point of
r*-. i, °TD' wlthout hesitancy and without fear,

J®1. W®, v,nVe, a n«ht t0 a Wfty »<=roM Tehuantepec. Accord-

war .£i?ehu' \ GoVuru'nJnt m*y demand of Mexico a
way across Tehuantepec ; and Mexico cannot refuse it unless
she become) disloyal[to the general oompact of nations. What
is aright of way? Every one is familiar with that. It per¬
tains to inJviduuls In life as St pertains to nations. I under¬
stand that vnters upon public law derive it from that primi¬
tive state when the entire earth was common to- all men, and
passage ov«r it was free to all, according to their varied ne¬
cessities. Jueh was the nature of this right before gov¬
ernment wis- formed, or the institution of separate pro¬
perty ord«ii»<L By these, the right in qn« tion was only
limited 1*1* exercise; it was not destroyed; and it revives
aM reflMtfUtes Wfceaever there is a naceseUt making tho way
indispensable. Tt is llhuitrated in familiar life every 4ay. If
I purchase a piece of land so surrounded by tho possessions of
him from whom It is derived that I have no way out to mill
or to market, I may take it, as a right Incident to the acquisi¬
tion. It is a principle resulting from necessity, and is modi¬
fied as circumstances may require. A way impracticable in
its use is the same thing as no way at all; and such Is the ex-

a£t posturoof our present way across the northern continent.
We purchased California from Mexico, paid a large equiva¬
lent for it,and we have in fact no way across our own conti-
ncnt to gqt to it."

That iey the law of nations gives us the right to cross
the isthmus of Tehuantepec, and it is an absolute right.
As it is by virtue of the higher law, higher than treaties,
higher thm the Constitutions of the United States and of
Mexico.*the law of God, which is a law of necessity it
is a perfect right. 1 have to say on this argument, in
the first place, that when we had such a right, one so

perfect, and descending to us so directly from Almighty
power aad Divine justice, it was most bungling deploma-
cy to reit that right upon the grant of the Mexican Gov¬
ernment bo Don Josd de Garay. I have to say, in the se¬
cond place, that while I might not deny that we have the

across Mexico, there is still another ques-
tion which the honorable Senator has not disposed of. I
remembtr a comedy which I saw acted once, in which
the parents of two lovers sought to oppose their union
under a Mutual mistake. It resulted in their flight and
marriage, and when they presented themselves for for¬
giveness, the parents found that just exactly the union
which they had desired and studied to bring about was
what had taken place, and which they had opposed, un¬
der the suppostion that each had some other party in
view. The fatlief of the groom was obdurate. The
father of the bride said, " Well, now, will you not forgive
your son? Have you not got your own way after all?"
The inflexible parent replied, ""Yes, I have got my own

way, but I have not got my own way of having it." Now,
I ask the honorable chairman of tfye committee, whether,
besides having an absolute right, by the higher law, to
the road across Mexico, we have a right to our own way
of having * ? I think not.

But, sir, the honorable Senator supposes that this
right of way over Tehuantepec inures to us by virtue of
a higher law, upon the ground that a portion of our ter¬
ritory is behind Mexico, and another portion before Mexi-
oo, and it is necessary for us to pass through Mexico
in order to go from one part of our possessions to
another, like a farmer who has a right to go to another

PurtQ°f k'S °Wn 'arm over another man's lands. I remind
the Senator that we voluntarily placed ourselves behind
Mexico ; aad I think that if I go and take a farm behind
another man's farm, or the soil under his farm, I have n<

right to reach that new possession by going across, anc
over, or upwards, and through his farm.

in/°pJcihnc w.1 a,heJ1?e we ac'!uir*J our possessions oi
. I

to Mcmioo to five us this veri
right of way across the Isthmus or Tehuantepec, anu snl

give us good reasons why she thought she had rather not
We assented and waived the demand, and permitted hei
to rise from the earth, upon which we had prostrated her,
without surrendering this right. Now, I think it is toe
late to insist upon it.

fifthly: If our real object in obtaining the right of way
across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec is to open an inter-
oceanic communication for our own benefit, and for
the welfare and benefit of mankind, the right has already
been offered for our acceptance, and the offer is still open.
What has been alreadyquoted proves this. But, for great¬
er certainty, hear your Minister, Mr Letcher:

" Recently I have had several earnest conversations with
Mr. Ramirez regarding the treaty of Tehuantepec. Our
interview two nights ago lasted upwards of four hours. His
Excellency, upon each occasion, manifested great concern

upon the subject, and was evidently very much surprised at

my apjiarmt indifference. It is quite obvious he noir feels
sensibly the responsibility of his position. I listened calmly
and patientlv to all be had to say. He reiterated, In strong
language, wnat be bad often previously declared, that the
treaty, in iu present form, could never be ratified by the
Mexican Congress that any attempt on the part of the Gov¬
ernment to favor iu approval would end in nothing bat its
own immediate downfall; that he was sorry to say the feeling
of his country, at the present time, afainst the United States,
was exceedingly strong, so much so that no one in power could
venture to advocate a more intimate association with that
country; that he was altogether satisfied the interest of Mexi-
co, and in fact that of the whole commercial world, demanded
the contemplated connexion between the two oceans; that, so
far from throwing obstacles In the way of that connexion
Mexico wss fully prepared to go every reasoAble length U>
secure that great object; that Mexico was poor and oppressed,
but so far si be had it in his power to guard and protect her
honor, he was determined she should not only be free from
just reproach, but should stand upon elevated grounds before
the world, in every particular, in reference to a matter of so
much importance; that although she had been and was at this
moment badly treated by many of my countrymen, still, from
motives of sound policy, she was disposed.and such was his
own sincere wish.to concede to the United States, in prefer-
ence to any other Power, all the privileges which might be
neeet sary to accomplish the greatest enterprise Of the age; but
that, in tbe event of «uch concession, no allusion must he made
to the Garay grant. < Leave out that grant, «aj nothing about
it, and I am rendy,' said he, 'to enter into a treaty with you
which I think will be satisfactory to both countrl«*.' "

Hear, nl»o, the letter of President \rista, of the 15th
of April la«t, to President Fillmore :

"Among the differences enumerated by your Excellency.'
there is no one which can produce any serious difficulties be¬
tween the two Republics; for Mexico has always been die-
posed to consent to tbe opening of a communication through
the Isth»n« of Tehuajntepee for the free and untrammelled
commerce of the whole wurldj la this reepect she agrees en*

tirely with the idea* and principles expressed by your Excel¬
lency In your last meeetge to Congress. Iter Government ha*
given assurance of this in all its official acta: the explicit and
fall confirmation of thie intention your Excellency will hirve
remarked in the jrrojrt for a treaty which tbe Minister of Re¬
lations presented on the 3d of January last to the Minister
Plenipotentiary of the United State* as a substitute for the
treaty then pending, but which preeentod insuperable diffi¬
culties in the way of ila being approved. The same feeling
now exiat*; for even after this sentiment bad been misunder¬
stood by Mr. Letcher on the one side, and p^roved by Con¬
gress on the other, (as shown by rejection of treaty,) m late
us yesterday, a bill wan introduced into thelloiue of Deputies
imposing on the Government the obligation to proceed imme¬
diately to open the communication by Tehu/»*tepee, and mi-

thoriting it at the same time to make use of all tbe means that
it may judge proper and necessary for the attainment of the
object. Theee facts, presented in an authentic form, prove
most indisputably that Mrxleo, far from opposing this great
work, encoaragae it as mach as possible ; and moet conclueive-
ly shows that ii cannot be a cau.e for disagreement between
her and the United State*.

" But by the side of this merely apparent difficnlty there le
one whioh is so in reality, not from its own intrinsic character,
bat from the oirounistanee* which are connected with it-
These are found ia the pretension* advanced by the agents of
the New Orleans company, who appear to be determined that
the opening of the communication shall take place »» «"

«e<ry except under the privilege granted to Don Jos6 Gafay.
This pretonaidfl (Whioh Mf. Letcher believe! him««1f hound
resolutely to uphold)'ha* oansed the otter foilnre of all pend¬
ing *«gMiiUiotrs by blocking up «ll the d'or* to a prndent
¦.omptortitaa.; it is altogether Incompatible with the decree of
Congreaa, wfaiefcIhIMM the privilege of <faray to have be¬
come extinct, in tsaiequweeftbs illegality of ita sttansiont
under sueh *reatn*t«fc«e U was impoesibie to negotiate a sa¬

tisfactory treaty, *nd if negotiated, nothing would have been
gained by It, for Congress was determined to rejoot It."

Now, air, you have only to contemplate one more gradein the humiliation to whieh yon have brought Mexico to
bring comr unction to your heart. Here it ie : Mexico
hue not ouly offered you this very right on the conditiuu
that you would relinquish the Garav grant, but she has
ollerw'l t<» indeuinify*.»*y- to :i»d«nmify-*-th'? assignees or
the 0'irey gruirt f«# jx'tf iwimy los»«*»;

." I'I ullr Wtrr l« i rin*<>f IWo I i i I lit J i',r ' ''
I un>t"r-to.>J hlf fcN.viUnicy U> . »y, in m.»uy * -r-
dtr to avoid *11 diOU uhio# that mny probably arise, in eu««
the treaty shall bo rc)«ctaA, Mexico U willing to iwlemmlythe holder* of the Uaray tfraut, and also the New Orleans Com¬
pany, for the rnouey they have heretofore expended in the en-

ter<^ In my despatch of the 29th of October I mentioned that
the Minister bad used thi§ remark, in substance: 'Mexico is
prepared to stand all the consequence* that may result from a
rejection of the treaty.' I am now pretty weU satisfied be
meant pecuniary cotuequencr*, and nothing more.'r

[Letter vf Mr. Letcher.
Senators, behold here the fundamental error in all these

transactions.the error which might hate been, and ought
to have been, perceived.a private speculation, with which
the Government had nothing to do, combined, mingled,confounded with a great national enterprise.a private
speculation, undertaken on public account. A great na¬
tional interest, brought down to the mire, and polluted bycontamination in an association with private speculation.Now, I ask, is it not about time to separate this privatespeculation from this great national world-wide impor¬
tant concern ! Sir, our dignity as well as our interest re¬
quires us to review our own position, and not to ask
Mexico to reconsider hers; to retrace our own steps ; to
dissolve our connexion with this New Orleans Company ;
to dissolve the connexion of our Government with specu¬
lators.speculators whether upon the levee upon the Mis¬
sissippi, or upon South street on the East river; to dis¬
miss them to the remedies afforded by the nation with
which they have contracted, which remedies are the only
ones they have a right to expect, or in making their con¬
tract could have contemplated. Then prosecute this great
design of interoceanic communication across Mexico by
fair, open, single-banded, single-hearted diplomacy. The
Isthmus of Tehuantepec will be opened in good time,
cannot long remain closed against the spirit of the age.
The advance of our country and of civilization throughout
this continent assures us that it will be opened.
But you want it opened now.you cannot wait. 1 here

is no urgency, there is no haste for Tehuantepec. You
want first and most a communication which shall bind
New Orleans, and Washington, and New York on the At¬
lantic, with San Francisco on the Pacific. The safety of
your country, the safety of its Pacific possessions demands
such a communication, not over oceans exposed to all na¬
tions and through a foreign territory occupied by a dis¬
contented, aggrieved, and probably hostile people, but
inland, and altogether through you own country, lou
want for your own use, for your own commerce, and for
the commerce of Asiu, a road which shall have the advan¬
tage of the best Atlantic and Pacific harbors which can
be obtained, with one continuous connexion by land, so
that there shall be no necessity for reshipment between
the Atlantic and Pacific ports; nor a way between ports
yet to be artificially made on the Caribbean sea and
on the Pacific coast, with changes from land to water
carriage requiring breaking of bulk at least twice in he
course of transit.

If you aim to erect a high commercial structure, you
muBt lay your foundations broadly in agriculture, in mi-

nine, and manufacture; and these within your own
domain; and use the resources which God and nature
have given to you, and not those which Providerice has
bestowed upon your neighbors. And you want, for the
same reason, a passage across the continent of your;
own, not shared with any foreign Power, and through your
own domain, and not through a foreign domain. If you
will be the carriers of Europe and of Asia, if you will be
the carriers in even your own interoceanic commerce, you
must receive, you must convey, you must deliver merchan¬
dise within your own temperate zone, not within that tor¬
rid zone whose heats are noxious to animal and vegeta¬
ble productions, and, while so deleterious to the articles
most abundant and most essential to the subsistence of
man, pestilential also to human life itself. This is the
communication across this continent which you want.

But I shall be told, as I have been told by the advocates
of these ill-starred resolutions, that a railroad across our
own domain is not feasible. I shall give but a brief an¬
swer to thatr.an answer in the letter of an illiterate man,
whose experience enables him to bear conclusive testx-,

mon^'
Washington, Fed. 4, 1853.

Sir : I have the honor of replying as follows to your note
of the 2d instant, making certain inquiries regarding the
practicability of building, and the best location for tha pro-
posed Pacific Railroad, that I think it is perfecdy pract cable,I and thebfeit route wi 1 be found by going into the valley of
the Rio Grande at Albuquerque, and thence
the Moqui villages and Little Colorado river to Wdkert
in the Sierra Nevada, and from there down the San Joaquin

MflXieo .« C.Uf.n.U
forent routes, namely: Cook's Sonora route, the bait rivor
route that recently followed by CapL Sitgreaves s party, and

.»*1 vv^o,,L£r u(Capt. Siigreave.'s) is, in my opinion, decidedly the but. It
1* shorter, more direct, and has more timber and IctcI country,fewer mountains, more cultivated, and perhaps more culU-

,' vatable land than any other route.
| I have trapped on nearly every stream between Cook srouU
and the Great Salt Lake, and am well acquainted with the
region of country between these place*.1 Very re*p»ctfullr. your obedient servant,^^ ^ ».»| Hon. William H. Siwarp.

#
, ,I shall be told that if it be feasible, the length of the

road is so great as to deter us from attempting it. W hat
is it! Two thousand miles. What are two thousand
miles of railroad for the people of thelnited States to
make, who, within eighteen years past have made twelve
thousand miles? The railroads which have bten®»J«the State of New York alone have an aggregate length of
two thousand three hundred and one miles, exceeding th

, distance from lake Erie to the Pacific ocean. And if you
add the canals, the chain would reach from the t>»»ksof
the Hudson river to the shores of the Pacific °c**n- .

ej railroads already made in the United States, if drawn ou
into one lengthened chain, would reach from Liverpool to
Canton. The railroads which have been made and are
now being made in the United States, if stretched contin-
uously along, would more than encircle the g o e.

I shall be told of the cost of this railroad. And what will
be its cost! One hundred millions of dollars. A cost
not exceeding the revenue of the Government Of the
United States for two years only.a cost not exceeding
the revenue of the Federal and State Governments for
one year. One hundred millions of dollars 1 why we have
offered that sum for one island in the Caribbean sea One
hundred millions of dollars; why New York city spent
one sixth of that sum in supplying itself with water, and
grew all the while ! One hundred millions of dollars ; the
State of New York has already spent, in making canals
and railroads, one hundred and thirteen millions, and
prospered while spending it as never State or nation
prospered before. That one hundred millions of dollars,
if it should never be directly reimbursed, will be indirect-1
ly replaced within ten years by the economy which it
would enable us to practice in the transportation of the
army, and of the supplies of the array and navy over it,
not to speak of the still more important benefits of bring-
ing the public domain into cultivation and into increased

I value, and developing rapidly the minera' wealth of aU-| fornia, which can be only imperfectly realized now, be-1
came labor on that mde of the continent la worth roar
dollars a daj, while it is worth bat one here.

I shall be told there are constitutional difficulties and
political dangers attending the opening of this railroad
stretching across oar own country to San Francisco.
Does, then, our Constitution authorise ns to make a canal
or a railroad through a foreign country, and inhibit such
a work in oar own f If there is a right under the Consti¬
tution for that, why is there not for this ? What new

gloss of the Constitution or the resolutions of 1798 invests
us with the one power and deprives us of the other ? Po¬
litical danger! Is there less political danger in opening
a pasesge through a foreign country, exposed to the hos¬
tilities of an armed people and of rival nations, than
in peaceably opening s passage through our own posses¬
sions, beyond the resch of foreign Powers, and even un¬
observed by them ? But grant that a railroad can be
made through the Isthmus of Tehuantepec ; can you man¬
age and control that road, as you demand that Mexico
shall permit you to do, without overturning, sooner or
later, the States of Vera Crui and Oaxaca through which
it will pass ? Can you do that without breaking you#
treaty obligations to Mexico? No, sir ; the national pow¬
er which controls and manages that road, with only the
small States of Vera Crux and Oaxaca on the route, will
soon overcome them. If you take those two States, will
you leave the remaining twenty States of Mexico? Will
the other twenty consent to remain out of the American
nation, when you have taken the two principal States, and
have cot off their communications with the Caribbean sea
and the Pacific ocean ? Not a day. Will you consent
that any body else shall have them ? Not you. Will they
consent that any body else shall havo them ? Not they.
So you will have Mexico.

Well, before you ooncludo upon this important matter,
consider well whether you have settled the jtf-eliminarienand prt pared the way for receiving the twenty-two States
of Mexico. If you have, pray enlighten mt. Will they
come in slave States, or will they com^ in free States ?
Can you admit them as slave States? Can you take them
in as free States ? Can you adjust the balance between
slavery and freedom ? If not, can you save the Union
from convulsion ? And if you plunge the Union into con¬
vulsion, can you tell *>e whether you can bring, as out in
safety ? Well, suppose that these preliminaries are all set-
tied. Those States cannot govern themselves now; can

they govern thomselves better after thej are snnexed to
the Uhited States* No. WU1 you govern them ? Pray
*11 me how. Dy admitting them M equals, or by pro-

consularpower ! 1/ the one, yo. mast Lave an armr
perpetually there to suppress insurrection. If die other.

SL ? b"Ie a BUaduiK army in the province®, ul-

ma n? { "J*0* bf®k an<1 °p#n tk« SUQ« disastrous <1p»-

i ,
.PC'1J» civil war, desolation, and ruin At home

u it Le armies of Mexico have enacted there. Ifyon
-j »C5 them in as States, have you settled the question
¦'V ; 7°,e *re to g0Tern tLem< or whether they are to

' .7; gOTe#rnment. and «o go Tern you ? Have yo«
k1 ln jrour c11*1'"1/ that you will be willing

il*rratd five milli<>na of Iudians in Mexioo ?

anT ,f ®..nu "?* tlue8tion" They are coming upon n»,

factions^ JL l
" wbeu Mexico> exhausted by internal

racuons, and by resistance to your own agressions shall

SftSrV° giTtt ber rest and P*ace
g,h" t0 {our Confederacy, as, before long, in any 1

event, she surely muat and will do. That time id coming
Inster MUg, WUWl h*ate,tiu« it- Why haateu it? VoJ
wnv r t\ y°4U Want a Pa"age across the continent by
across you'^wrTj' H.aTeJro"a Qot mo"» passages already
twentv-fiv« v« , Sam 0pen tban y°u can °Pen 1,1

vou ran n f. -t
e you not more ,and alro*dy than

IZ LTveTT m &hy ye'^.r.? IIaTe ro« oot more gold
n« Oliver than you can dig iu a hundred rears * Then*

epeediJv fill 2J1' J* oul* r.cal if precipitated. Time will

l^ regions which you already possess with a

evei/l n<r°^% P°Pl'8tion and homogeneous 8tates; yet
come th?« n«f°re that ®Tent< 90 »oo« to arrive, shall bare

coinW^n! on. wlU haT« acquired such magnitude, such

Mexico Jiihh strength, such unity, such empire, that ,

of mfr» I °Ptnu,llon of whites- her two million!

rLh . I
S' rd r ®Te milliott8 of Aztecs and other

?urW?* iVaiV W0«l«d and absorbed without dis¬
turbing the national harmony, impairing the national

xtt'J* ®T'n oh®ckin8 for a day the national progress.
.. onJ' Ju,tlo«, and magnanimity combine in recom-

SEf,Ak-U# th? moderation. the forbearance, the pUy
ZJnL >. exhau8ted hy effort«. simple, sincere, and

Z\lT t0 .lffiiUte our Political rirtues, and to
defend herwlf againat our hostile encroachments, ao

touchingly implore*, and which our faith, plighted amid
the ruin of her most precious hopes, and with compunc¬
tions on our part, never before and nowhere else betrayed
in our diplomacy, so solemnly enjoins.
lutions^mit follo,rillg as a wbatitute for the reso-

SiWf! af,lej' tb* word " resolved," and insert: .

tloni with Mexi^ tf,tM cannot suspend diplomatic negotia-

~rdi»gaf lh. ss;*"
TWO LETTERS OF FRANKLIN.

FRb* TUB NKW roRK TIKIS.
¦Mre. JohaOeugh Nichols sends to the London Gentle-

man s Magaime two original letters of Doctor Franklin.
oh have escaped the diligent search of Mr. Jared

Sparks; at leaat, we find neither of them ia the Corre¬
spondence of Franklin ; and the latter is missing from the
Diplomatic Correspondence of the Revolution, learinr a
hiatus very much to be bewept in that important work.
Notwithstanding the levity with which the ghost of
Franklin has mingled with the poly-colored spirits of
rapperism, the fame of the statesman is yet living and
his relics are yet venerable. So we reprint these letters
for the benefit of all concerned.
The first in order is addressed to his bankers, and, if

less momentous than its companion, is not without sie-
nihcance:

°

Cravkn-strkit, July 11. 1769
Gkmtlbmb.n : I have desired Messrs. Froeth, of Bir-

direftpT' 10 °ae of their corn mills packed up and

^ . ^ k
y0Ur °are for my Bon- As 1 shall probably be

t ur in p iC?mc" Up' being about t0 make » little

Iran,?: I be« you would be 80 go^J as to receive
.and ship it with Captain Falconer, pay Messrs. Freeth

tor it, and charge it to my account.

th1 f® fartber obliged, not naving time to come into
the city, if you can send me to-morrow forty guineas.
?J! i7*! farther gire you the trouble of buying for me

o lottery tickets, to be sent me with the money; or

Mr W^'w,,!boughta' keeP them, writing a line to

him t ? !*un W,lham"' merchant, Boston, acquainting
him with their numbers, for they are for him.

I am, with much esteem, yours, Slc.
»r> Mo*

B FRANKLIN.
To Messrs. Smith, Wright & Orit,

» Bankers, Lombard-street.
The second is of more consequence. Those who have

turned over the "Diplomatic Correspondence" have
noted the absence of several letters that must have passed
netween the negotiators of the Treaty of Versailles in
relation to the ratification. They seemed to hare abscond-
ei so adroitly as to put seekers for them quite at fault
This Cough-Nichols contribution is the most important
of them ; the rest may be spared:

ffo , ,
Passt, Marcb II, 1784.

" We have now the pleasure of acquainting you
at the ratification of the Definiti?e Treaty is arrived

here by an express from Congress. You hare already
ki*? , th*. s«Terity Of the winter in America,

7 v.lr^V g> bad a delay in the
^sembhng of the States. As soon as a sufficient number

I tre%tY was Uken i®to consideration

i* f°«kieS °f lbe Proclamation iseued on thVowilin1
.

m ®[.the recommendatory resolution. The messenger

Drerent^dVf \'W i°rk, n®ar a month by the ice, which

nr K^I u
packet-boat s sailing, otherwise he would

to exchfn b<fe0 ber* in ^bruary. We are now ready
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vented from meeting because of the intense cold. Those
revolutionary times certainly tried men's souls.
. An amuSing blunder occurs in the few remarks with
which the editor of the magazine introduces his two enis.
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Major William Wixlis, a soldier of the revolutionary
war, died at Union, Monroe county, on the 28th ultimo,
in his 99th year. A briefbiographical notice of his death,
in the Farmers' Friend, states that he beheld the first
flow of American blood and the sacrifice of the first
martyrs to our liberties, at Lexington, In 1775. He was
afterwards at Concord and Bunker Hill, where he fought
bravely. He subsequently becamo the commander of a

privateer. in which position he had an eventful time.
Among the incidents of his command was a mutiny,
which he suppressed nfter a fearful struggle, in which he
was engaged band to hand with the leader of the muti¬
neers, a man of great personal strength After the war,
he was elected a represent alive to the Macsachusetts Le¬
gislature. and successively held the post of Consul to
Itarcelona, under Washington, and conaul to Venice, un¬
der Adams. Later in life he resided in Charleston, where
be met with reverses in commercial purauita, and was in¬
duced by a warm personal fYiend to retire with him to the
mountains of Virginia, and had from that time resided in
the immediate vicinity of Union, where he had been the
object of general attention and veneration.

Tnn OaiPM .This disease, which preceded theaholer*
in 1882, and which since la supposed by some to be &
herald of the obntora, is now prevailing extensively In
l'aria and London. A Paris letter of January 24th says :
" If ever the epithet diurnal could be applied to the weather,

it was neTe* more so than that of our last week or month. The
Medical (latette inform* us that in London every third or

fourth perxon hae th« griyf*. and thst in our capital there is
.eareely a dwelling without a patient."


